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Hong Kong people love listening to songs, watching dramas and movies. When we take a look at the number of websites introducing pop music and the latest
films, we can find pages of newspapers and magazines and a great amount of television shows and advertisements playing music and movies, we can conclude
that Hongkongers are film and pop-music lovers. The creative industries should play a role in society. They earn huge amount of profits and get mushrooming in
Hong Kong, China, Asia or even across continents. Encouraging as it seems, the genuine story behind is not yet revealed to the public.

Lamentably, high sales of fake goods and illegal copied CDs and DVDs which can
be seen everywhere in Shenzhen and in some places in Hong Kong have discouraged the
entertainment industry. To a larger extent, the fake products have been part of Hong Kong
people’s daily life. Locally, Mong Kok, Sham Shui Po and Causeway Bay are spots of selling
illegal CDs and DVDs. Apart from temporary stalls at both sides of the streets; some shops
moved upstairs in some ‘Tong Lau’, i.e. the old Chinese buildings. Not only the amount
of copied discs is shocking, but also the speed the copycats copy the disc. Toy Story 3, a
prominent Disney cartoon, is supposed to be released in cinemas in July. Nevertheless,
every netizen can access a good quality version of the entire film in March . How ridiculous
and ironic it is! The problem is already this serious in Hong Kong. It is impossible to imagine
the condition in Shenzhen. With reference to the statistics publicized officially last year, the
revenue of illegal copied CDs and DVDs are twenty times of the legal ones.

How far is the invasion of illegal copied CDs and DVDs affecting society as a whole?

To customers, they are both winners and losers. By purchasing fake CDs and DVDs,
they can save money while enjoying the music and films with more or less the same quality.
Nonetheless, in the meantime, they also suffer. This is because when the revenue and profit
of this industry decline, fewer manufacturers or businessmen will be willing to invest in the
entertainment industries. Consequently, the quantity and quality of pop music and movies
will drop. In the future, customers will be unlikely to find quality movies or music.

When it comes to legitimate manufacturers, the profit margin will absolutely decrease,
thus, driving their initiative of continuing their business down. The artists are similar to the
legalized companies and businessmen. Being an artist is initially a difficult job. Unfortunately,
their hard work and effort may not pay off owing to the existence of copycats. They may
probably have to look for another job. The world is just so realistic.

The drawbacks have apparently offset or outweighed the benefits gained

& _ by only the customers as a whole. In addition, this problem actually involves
J: a group of people committing crimes; the phenomenon can greatly affect the

@4‘ ethical standards of our future pillars.

@ If | am to suggest some measures to alleviate the problem, the best way
to solve it is nothing more than education. Educating the public about ethics
and the correct value system is of utmost importance. The existing criminals

should be educated in jail while the potential criminals should be educated in schools.

Meanwhile, the producers of pop music and films should be told and taught how to protect

their copyrights and patents.

Actually, the turning point of whether the creative industries including music and
movie industries can still continue and be more prosperous in the coming decades is the
willingness of consumers to purchase the original copies of CDs and DVDs. If nobody buys
the illegal copied CDs and DVDs, the copycats will not have any motivation to produce more
fake discs.

All in all, although the problem of fake CDs and DVDs seems to be worsening, with the
determined efforts through education, the problem can sooner or later be mitigated and even
solved.

Dojsocialinetworkingfsitesfdojmore}

harmjthanjgooditojpeoplesdlife?
7A Tina Lau

In recent years, different social networking sites are set up and are widely used by
people around the world. Some people think it is a good way to keep in touch with others.
Some say that these websites bring more harm than good to peoples’ life. | totally disagree
with the latter statement as there are more positive impacts than negative ones when using
these sites.

One advantage of using these social networking sites is people can easily connect
with each other and know more about other’s life. It is inconvenient for people to share their
lives with others by traditional methods such as having gatherings and sharing photos. Some
people may also have friends living abroad and it is difficult to share photos with these people
as they can’t meet each other easily. Social networking sites enable people to communicate
instantly and upload photos online. Thus, social networking sites help people bond with each
other.

Another advantage is people have an additional method to express their feelings.
Sometimes, people may not want to express themselves face-to-face. Social networking
sites provide a way to let them express their feelings indirectly which is good for peoples’
exchange of thoughts.

On the other hand, some people may state that social networking sites bring harm to
people. They suggest that it may cause serious problems such as infringing one’s privacy;
however, if people can be more careful and do not disclose some personal details, the
problem can be solved. Besides, the internet explorers can also set up
devices to protect peoples’ privacy.

In conclusion, the advantages of keeping people in touch outweigh
the disadvantages. If people can be more careful when using the sites,
they can enjoy the pleasant sharing of their lives.

Esreadenyisfalbetterchoice)
thanjpapenback:

7S Irene Lee

Affirmative:

Many people have grown to love E-readers. E-readers
are being much popular now and it is a better choice than
paperback.

In this modern society, all we want
is convenience. All citizens are busy. If we
have E-readers, our daily lives will become
easier than before as we need not bring thick
books when traveling on the bus or MTR with
E-readers. One E-reader can store many
books and we can download books easily
when we are in the airport or on a cruise ship. And because we
need to buy and keep so many books, our home will not have
space to store or place other things than books.

Also, all of us talk about environmental protection. If we
use E-readers to replace paperbacks, it means fewer pieces of
papers are needed. We need not cut down trees to get paper.
So, using E-Readers is wise. In order to help our long-suffering
planet, why don’'t we use E-readers?

For students who need to bring many heavy books,
E-Readers help them a lot. Many students complain that heavy
school bags make them very tired. Some may suffer from back
pain. If they use E-Readers, the problems can be solved.

| don’t deny that paperback is still cheaper than an
E-Reader. But if we want our world to become well-developed,
we have to use E-Readers. In this ever-changing, technological
world, E-Readers are a better choice than paperback.
Therefore, we cannot use money as the only criterion and
ignore the advantages of E-Readers.We need to see how
E-Readers make our lives better.

Negative:

There is a rising trend of using E-Readers instead of
reading paperback. However, does this phenomenon mean
that E-Reader is a better choice than paperback? Definitely not!

Yes, using E-Readers is so convenient compared with
paperback. However, E-Readers cannot provide a good
atmosphere to readers. This is because you just ‘communicate’
with an electronic device which is ‘cool’. However, if you read
paperback, you can smell the scent of the pages, you can
feel the texture of books and also you can use your hands
to flip pages. These cannot be done by E-Readers. Reading
books is not a simple process. If you neglect those senses,
you cannot say you are reading books. Just like fishing, if you
only try fishing games in the computers, you don’t know how
joyful fishing is because you do not really pick up the fishing rod
and use your skills to fish successfully. Therefore, E-Readers
cannot provide the real happiness of reading books.

In addition, if you store as many paperbacks as you can
on the bookshelves in your rooms, every time you want to read
and every moment you see the covers of the books, there is a
feeling of satisfaction which cannot be provided by E-Readers.
In fact, many book lovers like to keep books. If there are no
books printed anymore, how would they feel?

Moreover, paperback provides a better learning
atmosphere than E-Readers. It is easier for readers to
concentrate on books rather than E-Readers. If you read
newspapers on the Internet, your eyes get tired more easily
and you cannot concentrate on reading.

Although students need not bring many books if they
use E-Readers, they do not know the importance of reading.
That means if you use your efforts to gain something, you will
treasure it. No pain, no gain. If students know learning is not
easy, they may pay more attention to it.

So, do you think E-reader is a better choice than
paperbacks?
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5A Lam Ying Tung

My family and | traveled to Shanghai last summer holiday. That was the
first time we went to Shanghai. My family was very excited. | was a bit ner-
vous since my Mandarin wasn’t very good. There was an Expo. So now you
know our main mission was to visit the Expo. We arrived in the afternoon on
the first day. As we planned, we arnved in the Spain Museum, Japan Mu-
seum with the fast pass but we still needed to line up. Luckily, we just spent
a little while waiting.

We quickly finished visiting as there weren’t a lot of things to see. We
were quite disappointed. After that, we still wanted to visit more museums.
However, almost all the museums required us to queue up. We were
exhausted, so we took a rest and got some food. Then, we got in some not-
so-famous museums such as the South Africa Museum. Many of them were
places that we have never heard of! | thought things in the museums were
very interesting. We took lots of photos. We also bought some souvenirs.

The next day, we woke up at eleven! We could hardly get down from
the bed. We finished breakfast at about half-past eleven. We planned to go
shopping on that day. Strolling along the streets, we watched a ‘Street show’
which included some acrobatics. We enjoyed it very much.

At night, we had a great dinner. Then we went back to the hotel. Till now, |
still feel glad about the trip and the fond memory that trip has given me.

ThelReyil
5B Stephen Ng

‘Hey man, are you bored? Let’s try it together; it will make you relaxed
and excited. Try it.” Have you heard of this sentence from your friends? Have
you tried drugs before? Well, | am going to share with you a former drug
addict’s experience. He is Peter Wong.
Peter was a drug addict. Why did he take drugs? It was because he
fell in love with a girl; he loved the girl so much. However, the girl played
tricks on him. His heart was broken. At that time, he was so sad and his
friends suggested taking drugs to him. They said to him, ‘Peter, it will make
you forget all the unhappiness. You will feel excited and relaxed. You won’t
get hooked with just a little bit of it. Let’s try it’. Then, Peter trusted them
and tried some. He felt very relaxed and comfortable. He could forget all
the unhappiness when he took drugs. The following days, when Peter felt
unhappy, he would use the drugs to anesthetize himself.
However, his body started having some problems, such

» as always feeling cold, tired and unable to sleep. He
thought he shouldn’t keep this bad habit, so he decided to
kick the habit.

First, he started by not playing with the bad friends
so that they couldn’t persuade him to take drugs. Second, when he wanted
to take drugs, he would go to the playground to run. It is a good way to forget
drugs. Third, when he thought of the drugs, he would eat something like
chocolate and sweet to replace the drugs. Peter said it was really difficult to

5C Gibson Woo
Good morning Principal, teachers and students,

Today, | want to talk about the illegal downloading of
films.

| know some of you like watching films very much.
Sometimes you might be too lazy to go to the cinema and
watch your favourite movie. You may just download it from
the internet.

| know some of you like watching films very much, but
you don’t bother going to the cinema. You think downloading
it is very convenient. This is no different from stealing. Hong
Kong has issued some laws to protect copyright. If you are
caught by the police, you will be sentenced to jail.

Can you imagine that everybody is downloading
films illegally? In such a case, | think no one would bother
to pay for the films and many cinemas will go bankrupt.
Consequently, the filmmakers can no longer earn money
for their creation? Then they will be forced to find another
job. The result is no more film, and we can no longer enjoy
movies again.

This is a disrespectful behavior regarding property
rights and an offence to the filmmakers. The filmmakers
should be able to enjoy the fruits of their labour, so they
should get back their part (money).

For the customers, some use their
money to buy the movies, but you get it #
free. It’s not fair to them. Later on, they will
also illegally trade films over film-swapping -
networks. Eventually, no filmmakers will bother
to make films anymore.

Also, it will bring some bad influences. Because
the ways of downloading films illegally is simple, the
young people will steal the movies without thinking of the
consequences.

| hope all of you are aware of the problem regarding
downloading films illegally. You should not download
films from the internet and you should pay for the movies
you watch to encourage the filmmakers to make more
enjoyable films. Thank you for listening!

kick the drugs as he always had the urge to take drugs. With his
will power, he succeeded at last.

Now, he is a CEO in a big American company. His life has
changed because of his determination to kick drugs. Peter can
succeed and so can you. Never take drugs and your life will be
bright. If you are enslaved by this habit, quit it now. Having a
healthy life is the most important part of your success.

Welhavelthelmosthonestistudent!k

5E Eason Lee

A Secondary Four student in our school found a man’s wallet on
a bus. She took the wallet to the police station and handed it in. The
police telephoned our school principal to praise her honesty although
she wanted to keep the secret.

The honest student is Amy. The story happened at about 5:00
yesterday. At that time, Amy was on her way home after school as
usual. She was on the bus reading a book. There were only Amy and
a man on the bus. When the bus stopped at the bus station, the man
dashed to get off. However, something small and black was left on his
seat unattended and a sound was made. Amy heard the sound while
she was reading her book. She immediately looked up from the book
and discovered that the man had left a wallet. ‘Hey! Hey! You have left
your wallet! Come back!” Amy yelled. Yet, the man was running so fast
that he didn’t hear what Amy said.

Amy then picked up the wallet and ran out of the bus. She tried
to follow the man and gave him back the wallet but she failed. The man
disappeared in the crowd soon. Amy opened the wallet and found that
over HK$4000 and the owner’s identity card and bank cards were in it.

\
She immediately reminded herself not to be dishonest. ) (=
She thought the man might need the money very much.
Otherwise, no one would withdraw such a large amount
of money from the bank.

Amy then went on finding ways to make contact
with the wallet's owner. Unfortunately, nothing more was found. She
hesitated if she should take it to the police station because it was in the
evening and it was far to get to the police station. It would surely take a
lot of time.

However, Amy reminded herself again that the wallet was very
important to the owner and he must be deeply worried about it. She
finally decided to take it to the police station.It was already eight o’clock
when Amy got home. She was very exhausted but she felt satisfied.
She thought helping people in need is more important than doing her
own work.

The wallet’'s owner thanked Amy and requested the police to
telephone our school principal to praise her honesty. Moreover, she will
also be awarded the Good Citizen Award.
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4D Daphine Huang

Last year | went camping with some close friends. We went exploring in a
forest. When we were going inside, | saw the grass moving. | was very curious so |
parted the grass cautiously. At that moment, something impossible happened. | saw
a big egg in the muddy grass. | thought it might be the dinosaurs’ egg but dinosaurs
no longer live on earth. | decided to take it home.

| went home and put the egg in my room. Then | used a strong reading lamp to
light it. Three days later, | heard a tapping sound. The crack opened and | could see
a baby crocodile’s head.

| thought it needed a bath, so | put it in a plastic bowl. However, the plastic bowl
was not big enough for the crocodile. It is because crocodiles usually live in rivers
and they grow bigger and bigger every day.

At last, | made a decision and sent it to the Wetland Park because my home
was not a good place for it. Crocodiles should live in the river with their friends and
have better lives. | must go to the Wetland Park to visit it. It was a secret between the
crocodile and me.

AnlUnlucky/Dayj
3A Richard Cen

Yesterday was Friday the thirteenth! Being superstitious, | did many things to
avoid having bad luck. Unfortunately, the day started badly when | got up.

| usually get up at 6 am every day. However, it was already 7 am by the time
| woke up. | remember setting the alarm clock before | went to bed too. Oh! What
an unfortunate start of the day!

| needed to arrive at school before 7:55 am because my class teacher, Miss
Lai, is a strict and demanding teacher and she doesn’t allow any students to be
late for school. Time was running short, | got changed quickly. | didn’t have time for
my breakfast, so | had to rush out of my home with an empty stomach. At 7:30 am,
| was still waiting for the bus at the bus stop. Luckily, | arrived at school on time,
but | was told by a janitor that the school was closed because it was the “Teacher
Professional Development’ day and students did not need to go to school. It upset
me very much.

| felt so hungry on my way home and as | was about to open
the door of my apartment, | discovered | had forgotten to bring my key
and my mobile phone. As a result, | needed to wait for another 8 hours
until my parents came home from work.

Oh god! It was the worst day of my life!

\WewellenyShop;

5C Lam Yee In

One day, | went to a famous jewellery shop with
my sister. We wanted to buy a birthday present for
mother.

At that time, we were looking at some jewellery
and the salesman was trying to sell the earrings to
us. Suddenly, three men wearing balaclavas bursted
into the jewellery shop. The owner of the shop was
astonished. Those three robbers urged the salesperson
to take all the valuables and money and hand them to
them. The salesperson felt very terrified and helpless. |
was brave enough to call 999 for help.

Those three robbers ordered us to put all our
valuables and money inside their bags. When they were
about to leave the jewellery shop, the police came in the
nick of time. The police arrested them and cuffed them.
At that time, we were relieved to see the police catching
the robbers red-handed.

When everyone was gone, a
police officer came to me and asked
me ‘Is it you who called the police?’ |
admitted. The police asked me what
had happened ; so | reported the
whole story to him. He called the police
station that they caught the robbers near the jewellery
shop. The police officer said he was proud of me.

| was very happy got because | got my belongings
back. Luckily no one got hurt and lost their belongings.
It was indeed an unforgettable day for me. | hope | can
show the same courage when | withess another crime
next time.

XVAIaVOUTITE]CItY)
3A Natalie Cheung

Hong Kong is the place | live in, where | was born and raised.

| think Hong Kong is a beautiful city. It was governed by

l/Am|Poem|

3E Chan Wing Yiu
I am an ugly girl
| wonder why no one likes me
| hear people laughing at me
| see my reflection in the mirror
| want to be a beautiful girl
| pretend to be strong
| feel helpless
| touch the wounds of my heart
| worry no one will love me
| cry | have been abandoned
I am an ugly girl
| know being ugly is not my fault
| said I'll be fine
| dream someone will understand me
| try to express my feelings
| hope other people will not hate me
I am an ugly girl

the United Kingdom in the 18th and the 19th century and that is
the reason why it has some UK culture. For example, the Victoria
Harbour was named after the Queen. Murray House in Stanley
was also designed in UK’s style. Personally, | like this western style
architecture a lot.

Hong Kong is a vibrant city along the coast and has four
seasons year round. In general, Hong Kong has a hot summer and
a cool winter. There are not many places like Hong Kong in the
world. Many visitors come to Hong Kong just to pay a visit to the
Victoria Harbour The sea view in Hong Kong is awesome, no matter
day or night, it always looks spectacular, especially when there are
firework displays. The high-rise buildings surrounding the Victoria
Harbour characterize Hong Kong and it is one of the most popular
tourist attractions. Besides the view, there are also many beaches
near the Sai Kung area. You can go there with your family and
friends to swim, make sand castles or sunbathe. I'm sure you will
have a wonderful time there!

Out of all sightseeing spots, the peak is the place which |
like the most .On the peak, you can overlook the entire city. The
buildings and people are small like toys when you take a look down
from the peak. It is amazing!
You can easily spend an
afternoon there to shop or
have a high-tea with your
friends.

Hong Kong is the place
I live in and | have many
happy memories there.
Hong Kong is my favourite
city!
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Tonguelmwistersisi€anjyoulsaythem?

1D Ruby Tsang

1. Apair of green glasses fell onto the green grass. (1E Crystal Yu)
2. He sells fish but he’s not selfish.
She is selfish but she doesn’t sell fish. (1E Mike Choi)
3. Papa loves mama and mama loves papa’s mama.
Papa’s mama loves papa and papa’s papa loves mama and papa, too! (1D Yip Sai Ho)
4. | bought some sweets on the street.
My sister said the sweets are sweet and asked which street | went to buy the sweets.
(1D Ruby Tsang)

AVTouristiAttractionsilihelStan ke

1E Tim Yip

Welcome to all the tourists who visit Hong Kong. Today | want to introduce a great
tourist attraction to everyone — the Star Ferry.

The Star Ferry is a great transportation company in Hong Kong. It originates from
1880. A man called Mithaiwala began it and called it the Morning Star. After ten years a
business man, Paul Charter, bought the Morning Star and changed the name to the Star
Ferry.

The visitors go there usually for two main reasons. First people want to go through
the harbour by ferry. For example, for many people who work in Central or Tsim Sha Tsui,
the cheapest way to travel through the Victoria Harbour is by the Star Ferry. This is why it is
often very crowded in the morning. Another example is that tourists want to go through the
harbour since in Tsim Sha Tsui there are many hotels and they want to see Hong Kong'’s
famous tourist attractions such as Golden Bauhinia Square. This is one of the most popular
tourist destinations in Hong Kong. It is near the Star Ferry.

Second, the visitors enjoy the fun of traveling by ferry. For instance, when people
travel by ferry they can hear the sounds of the waves against the ferry. If you imagine, the
rocking motion of the ferry is just like swinging in a basket surrounded by trees. You can
feel relaxed during your trip. Another example, you can see a big and beautiful view on the
ferry, especially at night. If you are lucky, you can also see the symphony of lights above the
Victoria Harbour.

To get there you can go to East Tsim Sha Tsui MTR station by using Exit J and
following the signs to the Avenue of the Stars.

Indeed, the Star Ferry is the cheapest way to travel across the harbour and the best
way to enjoy yourself while you travel. | hope you will enjoy and love this place.

TSI 4 AdNSY )¢ il LN

1B Cheng Nok Hei

It was a fine day in May. My friends Peter, Helen
and | had a day off and we decided to go to Hong Kong
Disneyland. We set off in the morning. We got there by
bus and MTR. When we were in Disney Express, we
were very excited. We arrived at Hong Kong Disneyland
at 12 noon.

When | got there, we saw a lot of visitors. We
waited in the line for Space Mountain first. It was a very
long queue, so we gave up and left. We watched the
parade. A little girl and her father were next to us. The
parade was going on in the street and the little girl was
totally fascinated by the characters.

‘Father! Father! Where is my father?’ cried the little
girl. When we saw her, we comforted the little girl and
she stopped crying. | had a bright idea. We took her to
the information centre and told the staff that the little girl
was looking for her father. ‘What is your name?’ asked
the staff. ‘My name is Vicky, replied the little girl.

‘Vicky’s father, Vicky’s father, please come to
the information centre to meet your daughter,’ the staff
made an announcement. Her father came after the
announcement. They finally reunited. We were happy.
Her father was thankful for our help and we continued to
go on the other rides.

Travellmgj

2C Karen Yu

Many people go travelling when they have
holidays. Some people will go with a tour group
that has a tour guide. Some people will go on a
package tour and travel on their own. The currency
is different in every country so we need to exchange
the currency before we go travelling. Now, | want
to introduce two places, one is Hong Kong and the
other one is Japan.

First, let me talk about
Hong Kong. Hong Kong is
an international city so many
people come to Hong Kong to
visit. Hong Kong has a lot of

An|Unexpected{Guests

2D Anderson Cheng

Annie woke up in the middle of the night and she
heard strange sounds from the bathroom. She went
to have a look and found out it was just the water
dripping from the shower. She went to the bathroom
as usual and then back to bed.

After a few minutes, the radio turned on by itself and
played a recording of a news report. Annie heard it and
turned it off immediately, without listening to it. Then she
heard a voice which sounded like a woman.

‘Leave now!” the voice whispered. ‘Or you’ll die
painfully!’

Annie shook her head. ‘I probably drank too much
beer at the party last night.” she said to comfort herself.

Suddenly, the doorbell rang.

‘Who could it be at this time of the night?’ Annie
opened the door but no one was there. At the same time,
she felt a knife stabbed through her stomach! She looked
down but there wasn’t any blood, just pain. She could not
stand the pain and fainted on the floor. That was when
she heard two voices in her head.

‘Give me all your money"’

‘No! | don’t have any!

‘Then I'm afraid | have to sell your organs for
money!’

‘What do you mean? NO!’

Annie opened her eyes again. She was safe
in bed. She was not sure what had happened. She
became curious and went to search the history of the
hotel. She found this piece of news: Woman murdered
during her stay in the hotel.

An|Unexpected{Guests

2E Ma Lan Fong

Annie woke up in the middle of the night and
she heard strange sounds from the bathroom.
She felt scared. She tried to sleep again but
she couldn’t. She felt very uneasy. It was too
mysterious, so she walked near the bathroom.
Suddenly she heard a woman’s voice. She was
singing. The voice was very sad. Annie was very
scared. She ran to the lobby. Annie told her tour
guide she heard some strange sounds coming
from her bathroom and she heard a woman
singing. The tour guide said, ‘You must be very
tired. You should go to sleep.’

Annie thought the tour guide might be right.
She went back to her room. She went to the
bathroom and checked. The strange sound was
actually the water dripping. When she looked at
the mirror, she saw a beautiful woman. Suddenly,
the bathroom changed into a bloody room. The
woman was singing a song and her face had
some scars.

Annie cried because it was too impossible
and scary. The woman said, ‘Help me! Help me!
The killer wants to kill me!” Annie did not want to
see this again so she checked out immediately.

Annie became curious and went to the
internet to search the history of the hotel. She
found this piece of news: Woman murdered while
her stay in the hotel.

If you want to stay in a hotel, you must
search on the Internet because maybe someone
else is in your bathroom!

museums like Space Museum
and Science Museum. There is
lot of information about space
and technology. Also, Hong
Kong has a lot of local cuisine
like egg tarts and dim sum.
They are very yummy! Besides
these, Hong Kong has a lot of
scenic areas for sightseeing
like The Peak. People can see
all of Hong Kong there. Also,
it has a beautiful night view of
Hong Kong.

Next, | want to talk about
Japan. Japan is a place
where | want to go for a long
time. People speak Japanese
there. Their local cuisine is
sushi and sashimi. They are
very delicious. There are a
lot of places for sightseeing
too like Mount Fuji and Tokyo
Tower. Also, | want to go to
Tokyo Disneyland.z There are
a lot of rides. | want to play
on the roller coaster and take
photos with the famous Disney
characters like Mickey Mouse
and Donald Duck.

Hong Kong and Japan
are two very beautiful places
that | like very much. I'm very
lucky to live in Hong Kong. In
the future, | wish | can go to
Japan for a visit. | think it will
be a wonderful trip.
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Dear Chris,

How are you doing? | had the most remarkable dream on
Thursday night !

It has been raining heavily here for about one week.
There’s a big slope next to the road that leads up to our house,
and | had fallen asleep while watching TV, when | dreamt that
there was a landslide!

| woke up and ran to the kitchen to tell my mum. Dad was
due home later that evening from a business trip and he would
be driving home along the road I'd dreamt about !

Mum and | were very worried so she called Emergency
Services and asked the officer-in-charge to check the slope on
Ocean Road. The officer said they would follow it up. My mother
told me to stay calm and reassured me Dad would be fine. “I'm
sure your father will come home safely,” she said. Mum tried to
call Dad. After hanging up the phone, she sighed. | knew she
failed to contact him.

Then | turned on the television. There was a news report.
It showed that there was a landslide on Ocean Road. The road
was blocked. There was an accident because of the heavy rain
and the landslide. After watching the news, we were so worried
that we cried. Hours dragged by and we could just pray for
father.

Suddenly, the doorbell rang. Mum rushed to open the door.
We saw father and we hugged each other. Mum asked Dad,
“How can you get home without driving along Ocean Road?” “|
heard the news on the radio so | made a detour,” he explained
with a smart smile. We were all pleased that Dad was safe.

Finally, | made a banner to welcome father home. Chris, wasn’t
my dream amazing?

Anyway, got to run now. Catch up with you later.

Regards,
Sam

AltripitoJMars;

5A Katrina Lai

Dear Nick,

“Alletterito)Chris

4E Cyril Hung

Dear Chris,

How are you? Are you OK now? I'm worried about you as you
have been away from school for two days. If you are sick, | hope
you feel better and come back to school as soon as possible. You
may not be able to catch up with the schoolwork if you miss too
many lessons. | heard that you are taking drugs and mixing with
gangs, so I'm writing to explain to you the influences they have on
your life.

First of all, let’s focus on the effects of taking drugs. Drugs are
harmful to your body. They damage your brain, making it difficult
for you to concentrate on anything. You may have hallucinations
after taking drugs. Drugs also affect your relationship with family
and friends. If you take drugs, your family will worry about you and
you may ask them for money to buy drugs. These may make your
relationship with parents become poor. If your friends know you
are taking drugs, they will stay away from you and you may feel
isolated.

Secondly, I'd like to tell you the consequences of mixing with
gangs. You may be tempted to steal, fight and take drugs with them.
If you get involved in these illegal activities and are caught, you will
be sent to jail and have a police record. You will then have no job
prospects. The gangsters are not your real friends. They will leave
you when you are caught by the police.

Both taking drugs and mixing with gangs do more harm
than good to your life. | know sometimes you are stressed and
have problems with your family and friends. We are
good friends and | will help you combat the problems.
The school counsellor will also help you to tackle the
' = problems. Stop taking drugs and mixing with gangs or
you'll regret it.

Hope to see you at school soon.

Your friend,
Sam

Hey, my best friend! | really miss you. About my trip to Mars, | thought it was
very entertaining and | enjoyed it very much. Let me share it with you.

I and my family went to Mars by spaceship in this summer. It was very
exciting when | took the spaceship. The speed was faster than what my eye could
see. We spent only five hours and arrived there. When | arrived, it was an eye-
opener. The scenery was different from what | expected, it was so beautiful. All
trees were rainbow-coloured and the floor was soft and red. It was so amazing!

First, we needed to say hi to Martians as they needed to know where we
came from. It was the first time | had met them. They were very friendly and
gave us some local special food, mucus cheese ice-cream! When | heard the
name of the food, | was really scared of it but the Martians looked so sincere, so |
accepted it. The taste was funny. | really can’t describe it.

Next, we went to a place called “Copy yourself”. In this place, | could make
many people who looked like me. But they were not real, just virtual. Is it so
incredible?

Also, we went to their History Museum. We knew more about Martians
and Mars. As there was a war so Mars became red and hot. The Martians look
strange as they got a strange disease after the war.

Moreover, we ate a lot of special food. Apart from the mucus cheese ice-
cream, we ate chocolate noodles, hair rice, blood bread and so on. Although
they had an ugly name, the foods were delicious! | took the
courage to taste the food and was surprised. If you were
me, would you try them?

| had a wonderful trip to Mars and it is an unforgettable
experience. If you go to Mars, | recommend you to try the
food as it is so amazing!

Yours,
Chris

romantic relationships.
N | think this course is
5 '
o r\;vricljtagsf we can'always find the news of teenagers wh
'enlgClge' owing to breaking up with thejr boyfrieng
- This becomes increasingly commonplace and

good for the students.

emotions in a right way.

. Besides that, it is obvious that people in modern-day

ce and discrimination

Yours faithfully
- Howard Cheng
Concordia Lutheran School
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Financial secretary John Tsang revised his
Budget last week. He has decided to give a one-off
handout of HK $6000 to all permanent Hong Kong
residents aged 18 or above instead of paying HK
$6000 to the MPF accounts in the original plan. This
plan is quite controversial.

Actually, the new measure is better than the
original one. Residents can only use the money in their

MPF accounts when they retire. The inflation is getting more serious
now, people who live under the poverty line find it hard to lead a decent
life. The original plan cannot solve their financial problem immediately.
Hence, the new plan is more effective than the original one. Although
HK $6000 is not a large amount and it may not help the needy people

for a long time, it is better than getting it when you retire.

Although the new measure is said to be better than the old one,
in my view, it is not the best measure to use the profit. There are about
5 million people who are permanent Hong Kong residents aged 18 or
above, so the new policy will use up 30 billion. As we know , actually,
the new policy has short-term benefits only. HK $6000 can be used up
within a few days, but it is not beneficial to the future. If the 30 billion is
set aside for other categories , it will have a more positive effect. For
example, the government can build more houses for the 80 generation
who want to have their own house. This is more beneficial for Hong

Kong’s future.

Besides the short-term effect, | believe the money should not be
given to all residents aged 18 or above. There are so many rich people
in Hong Kong. They do not need the money. | do not think the profit is
used wisely. In my opinion, we should only help those who are in need

so that the money can be used more meaningfully.

Moreover, people may expect something similar every year. It
means that if the government does not give money to the residents

again next year, they may feel disappointed or even angry.

In conclusion, the new measure is better than the original one
but it is not the best one. The profit can be spent in more constructive

ways. We hope the next Budget will be well planned.

6S Ip Wing Tung

| am writing to express my feelings of the
Manila hostage crisis which happened on 23™
August. This tragedy causes the death of eight
innocent Hong Kong people which really makes
me burst into tears. Although | do not know any of
the victims, | still have strong feelings about the
incident.

On that morning, | heard that almost fifteen
Hong Kong people were kidnapped by a Filipino called Mendoza.
In fact, | did not worry at that time as Mendoza released several
people including three children, a woman and an elderly. | thought
he did not want to hurt innocent people and he just wanted to
achieve his target. As Hong Kong government immediately handled
the incident, | guessed that all victims would be fine and would be
released soon. However, this was not the case.

In the afternoon, Mendoza started to stick some paper on the
windows of the bus and became much angrier than in the morning.
| started to get nervous and worried about the safety of the victims
on the coach.

At night, the incident still did not come to an end. From the
news, we saw a serious firefight between the police and Mendoza.
As | witnessed and saw how the police rescued the victims, | really
felt furious. Their slow response really affected the life of Hong
Kong people. Moreover, | felt depressed as | saw many victims
seriously hurt and even die in the incident. However, some people
were laughing and even took photos after the tragedy happened, |
just wonder how cold-blooded and evil they were.

Though the whole thing was sad, | saw the great power of love.
Even though these tourists were in danger, they tried to protect
their family. We should learn from their braveness. Furthermore, we
should learn how to treasure our family and people around us. We
do not know what will happen in the next minute. Thus, we need
to make use of every minute and do not waste any time. Life is
valuable. Jason, one of the victims, received fatal
shots to the head and chest, but his mother and he
does not give up. If we easily give up, how can we
face these eight innocent people who were killed.

The sad incident has happened and we
cannot change anything, however, we can change
ourselves. Try to treasure and love your life and
family from now on.

A\BurdenioryA\Bonus AT

Young ladies and gentlemen, ’
Imagine what would happen if all the technology

we count on so much was gone? W
Nowadays, we are inundated by technology '

everywhere we go. Imagine how you would feel right & ™M

now if there were no air conditioning and electric fans .

in this hall. Imagine having cold showers or baths; % B

no microwave; no escalators; no elevators; and even
worse no lighting but only candles or lanterns. We wouldn’t be able to watch TV,
go on the computer, and talk on the phone.

Probably you would feel empty, frustrated and dreadful if what mentioned above
happened. In my opinion, technology is something that always has and will continue |
to amaze us. “Technological progress” should mean the development of our world
with the words “efficiency” and “sustainability”. It's certainly a bonus if people make
good use of technology. If it is blindly pursued at the expense of our future growth &
development, if we just look at the short-term benefits, it can do harm to people and
will be a great burden to our Earth.

Technological progress may lead to environmental loss. During the
manufacturing process, the pollution induced not only causes harm to our health, |
but damage to the environment. The impact can be devastating. Global warming,
due both to the internal combustion engine and much of the generating of
electricity, is predicted to result in an increase in sea level of 6 to 10 meters in the
next century. Yes, technology brings much convenience and makes our life more
comfortable, but the cost to the Earth can be much higher than what we have
gained. Would we be happier if we can still enjoy nature? Would we be better
people if we treasure our natural resources?

Progress also makes us forget some good things we originally have. Take
computer as an example. As we all know, it enhances our lives with much
convenience. But everything in life has its upside and downside; computer is
no different. The invention of the computer has taken a lot of time away from
the family. Perhaps you can’t wait to get on Facebook after school or just right
after this competition. Time that used to be spent talking or playing board games
with other family members has gone completely out of the window as you are in
pursuit of your own computer happiness. The world without computers might put
some of that family lifestyle back into normal.

Like the computer, the invention of the internet brought us great capabilities.
We can now socialize with people all around the world. You learn about different
cultures and talk to people that you would never have met through the Internet.
However, the drawbacks exist as well. With so much socializing on the internet,
we sometimes forget how to socialize in real life. We may miss out the chances

RAIUPUUPOVOVVUVVOVOVVDD i aiing. we e ndesd shuting ourseives of from the roalty. -

Dear young people, the future is in our hands. Whether the progress we make is
a burden or a bonus depends on how we treat nature and the
resources we still have. We should also balance it with the good
things we have. We should not let it control our life completely. May
we join our hands together and make a better tomorrow. Thank
you!

Context : At the UNESCO Youth Conference

Your Role : A Representative from Hong Kong

Target Audience : Youth from around the world

61st Hong Kong Speech Festival- Public Speaking S..6(Third Prize)
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Foxeonnjincident:

7S Kasper Wong

This passage is mainly about the recent serious incident in
Foxconn. Since Foxconn is one of the biggest electronic suppliers
in China and the maker of Apple’s iPhone and iPad, the workers in
Foxconn are usually under a stressful condition and high pressure. |
Consequently, people attribute the high suicide rate to workers’
stressful life and high pressure. This raises the concern about the
working conditions of workers.

The working conditions of workers are poor. They don’t have
any entertainments even they work for a whole day. Besides, factory facilities are also
limited and workers cannot enjoy their leisure when they finished their work. In the
article, Foxconn only has 5 pools, libraries and 400 computers; that's one for every 750
workers. Therefore, we can clearly see the serious lack of facilities. It is inhumane to
treat their workers in an unfriendly way, which has triggered the suicide of workers in
Foxconn.

In my opinion, it is of paramount importance to help workers in factory to relieve
their pressure through different ways. Playing ball games, having regular outing on
Sundays, or meeting new friends are the ways to help them to relieve their pressure.
Hence, the factory must make more effort in helping their workers to relieve stress
because it is the best antidote to workers who are under high pressure. Besides, it can
also prevent further suicide in factory.

In addition to relieving the stress of workers, psychotherapy is definitely wanting in
these factories. Once the workers in factories are depressed, frustrated and feel lost, they
should be given counselling immediately. It can help them to have psychological health.

In conclusion, working conditions and stressful life of workers raise the awareness
of the public. Government, factories and workers’ families should lend their helping hand
by giving them support, care and love so that the problem can be solved effectively.
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3D Amy Liu

| want to be a teacher when | grow up. When | was young, | wanted to be a teacher
in the future. How about you? Do you also want to become a teacher, a doctor, or a
musician?
| want to become a teacher, so | need to do something to get into the field. | think
| need to study hard and learn more from books. If | am free, | will go to the library to
read books and borrow some books to read at home. Being a teacher, | need to be
knowledgeable. Therefore, | need to learn more knowledge to get into the field.
| think | will enjoy this job because | like working with children. Also, | like helping
students to gain knowledge and | think this job is very meaningful.
| have some personal qualities that are suitable for this job. | have good storytelling
skills and teachers sometimes may need to tell stories to the students. | am patient, | can
control my temper and | will never lose my temper in class. Besides, | am a determined
person, | can decide something very quickly. So, | am suitable for this job.
| will prepare myself well to get into the job. | plan to study very hard and get good

results in the exams. | will study in the university and hopefully, | can become a teacher
when | grow up.

3E Esther Chu |
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A\Terrible|Day,at/AlJewellery;Shop,

5C Chan Man Yi

Yesterday, | went to a jewellery shop to buy a birthday present for my best
friend’s birthday. | wanted to pick a special gift for her. She is called Katie. | went to the
jewellery shop with Macy, another friend of mine. | want to buy her a necklace. Katie
loves wearing necklaces very much. | want to give her a big surprise and make her feel
delighted.

Katie loves wearing necklaces, especially those that are with diamonds. When |
was choosing the necklace, a few robbers suddenly entered the jewellery shop. The
robbers were masked. My friend and | were scared and screamed for help. And | saw
a salesperson press the alarm button stealthily. Seeing that, | told my friend not to be
afraid.

The shop manager and shop assistant told us to stay calm because the robbers
had a few guns.They were afraid that the robbers would harm us.

After that, the robbers told the salesperson to take all the jewellery out and
put them into a big black bag. The shop assistants and the shop
managers did as told.

After getting what they wanted, the robbers decided to run off.
While the robbers were leaving the jewellery shop, the police came.
The robbers and the police fired at each other. It was terrible and we
dare not move. Finally, the robbers were injured. | think | will never go
to the jewellery shop again.
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3E Bubble Cheung

From the past up to now, | still have the same
dream job, it is vet.

| think | would be perfect for this job because |
am patient, nice and kind to animals, and | have a lot
of experiences about taking care of different animals
ever since | was a kindergartener. The most important
reason is | love animals a lot! | would enjoy this job as |
like to take care of animals, especially those do not feel
well. | hope | can speed up their recovery, so they can
live with their master again.

From now on, | should gain more knowledge
about animals, including different kinds of animals,
their habits, the traits of different animals, how to cure
them and how to perform operation for animals. Why
should | prepare these? It is not because | want to be
famous or earn more money. It is because | want to
save more animals and help them to have a healthy
life! I hope | can be a professional vet!

3D Mandee Lung
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My, Thoughts)About; Japan/s)Disaster,

There are many responses about Japan’s have done it. At least, you won't feel guilty of doing nothing in your life but
disaster which occurred on 11th March. Some of them sending negative messages to others.
show concern to the situation of the affected area. Life is too short to do eve
Some of them wonder if the explosion of nuclear i
plants will affect them.

6A Sophia Lee Wing Yee

Apart from those worries, there is a |ot of
compliment about Japanese’s helpfulness in the
crises. They are not only helping local people, but also
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6S Ng Kit Yee

A week ago, there were a series of disasters that struck Japan. Many people in
Japan lost their families in one day. The East Japan was almost completely destroyed by
the disasters. Sadness and fear filled Japan. How can people feel nothing while seeing
a little child crying beside its family’s bodies! In the beginning of this disaster, | did feel
nothing because it is Japan.

Japan has been China’s enemy for hundreds of years. The Massacre of Nanking
marked the beginning of our negative sentiment against Japan. As a Chinese, when
| saw the photos and read the history about the massacre, | could not help detesting
Japan. The recent disasters help to release my hatred of the Japanese. | thought the
disasters must be the revenge from God. | did think so in the beginning, but day by day,
when | turned on TV and watched the latest news from Japan, saw the crying baby
who lost its family and became an orphan, | realize the new born has not done anything
wrong. How can it suffer like this? And | cannot help sympathizing with the Japanese.
It is the last generation who did wrong. We should not blame the next generation for
the mistake in the past. | can’t hate any innocent people from Japan. | regret my dirty
thought at the beginning.

Apart from turning from hatred to sympathy, the explosion of nuclear plants also
arouses my concern. lts consequences can be far and deep. Maybe the doomsday
is not far away from human, but for me, | do not fear death, but | desperately want to
live longer. The world is so beautiful, the family is warm, people love each other, the
birds are still singing in the morning... Everything is just so wonderful. Why did | miss
these beautiful things in the past? Maybe | was not treasuring my family enough in
the past. Maybe my pace was so fast that | didn’t stop to look at the wonderful things in
the world.

| regret missing every nice thing in my past 18 years. It is too late to do anything
when the doomsday is coming. Maybe you also find yourself missing everything. You
need to treasure in your whole life in the last moment.

The doomsday has not come yet, but the world is becoming more and more
unpredictable. Maybe you will lose everything in the next moment. From now on,
treasure your family, stop and look around, the world is just so beautiful.

Japan and the Japanese are still suffering. If you still hate the Japanese, think
about the homeless people, the crying babies, and forget it. As students, we don’t have
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extra money to donate. Still, our
awareness is important and our

understanding and support mean a
lot to them. We are one family in the
world.
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When it comes to disaster, what immediately come to our mind would probably

be the scenes of heartrending crying, flooding, buildings tumbling down and smoldering
ruins. In the midst of catastrophe, what we can see is panic stricken behavior, as we
can by no means resist the power of the nature, nor can we survive the calamitous
situation.

Japan, a strong country renowned for its technological advancement, has been
badly hit by a Richter Scale 9.0 earthquake, causing a lot of casualties. Worse still, the
nuclear plants in Fukushima prefecture are badly damaged, causing the malfunctioning
of the cooling system and small scale explosions. There is a leakage of radiation from
the plants, posing a menace to the health of Japanese people. Not only does it bring
immediate harm to the residents, but it also affects the health of future generations.

Despite the odds, the Japanese show their fortitude in dealing with the
reconstruction and saving people. What surprises me the most is the behavior of
the Tokyo citizens. They try to restore the order of the city straightaway after the
earthquake, while mourning for their relatives who passed away
in the tsunami. To my consternation, they are calm and unfazed.
What will we see if the misfortune happens in China, or even Hong
Kong? That is beyond our imagination. As a matter of fact, we
Chinese are not well-prepared for any disaster. Take the Sichun
earthquake as an example. Although it was not as high as that in
Japan in Richter Scale, it was more destructive. The reason is not
difficult to figure out:people are not trained, nor have they been told
what they should do amid an adverse circumstance. Actually, we do not have a sense
of crisis! Apparently, we have yet to leamn a lesson. If the same thing happens again in
China, it is bound to be another saddening, destructive disaster. In fact, there are still a
lot of things yet to be done and that is definitely within the capacity of the government.

Why does the government hesitate to do so?

What is more, we should realize that development does not
always bring benefits to us. With the excess exploitation of natural
resources, the natural environment is badly damaged. We
are facing the extinction of species, emission of

green house gases, to name but a few. All these
aggravate the deterioration of

nature. Not only does earthquake ?

bring catastrophic effects to Q. A

us, other such as drought and @) @
flooding can also be damaging.

It is imperative that we should S

do something lest the situation «
should deteriorate. We should A/

lower our energy consumption

so that less carbon dioxide is emitted to the atmosphere,
alleviating the green house effect.

We should also be aware of the safety measures on
the nuclear plant in Hong Kong. Although it is unlikely that
an earthquake would happen in Hong Kong, we should
still make sure that apposite safety measures are taken as
sometimes accident can happen beyond our anticipation.

Take the recent earthquake as an example, who can
predict it? As the nuclear plant is close to the residential
areas, it is vitally important that every endeavor should
be made to ensure the proper functioning of the plant.
What can students do in response to the disaster?
We can hold fund-raising activities for the sake of
helping the survivors in dire need of help. More importantly, the teachers can
take this disaster as an opportunity to instill correct values into students’ mind. They
can, for example, remind students to cherish everything around them.

Nothing can be taken for granted in the world. In the face of disaster, we humans
may become helpless. However, what we have is love, concern and sympathy. In the
midst of all adverse circumstances, the Japanese show their fortitude. That is what we
should learn and what Japanese should cherish.
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~,7 School- Concordia Lutheran School
™ II team- the Larson Team (6/ 5-14/5)

Miss Connie Woo N A

beautiful pictures on Monkey Mountain. We realize that not everything needs
It is the first time our school has hosted an International Interface team.  tobe arranged by us.

Actually, we did not expect to host a team before we completed our school The English presentation by S.5 students was again amazing. It was
re-development project. Still, we were glad to have the experience. Our scheduled after a day’s lessons. It might be a tiring session for both students
students’ response was a pleasant surprise. and the guests. Our students looked forward to it with expectation because

We quickly turned a vacant classroom into a temporary shelter. We  most of them were well-prepared. They needed to introduce to the guests
were relieved to see the team living there happily. The room was so big that ~ oné aspect of Hong Kong. Some were SO creative that they turned it into
our students went there all the time to chat with the team. a Chinese restaurant with not only drama, but real dim sum and hot tea

In the class visit, students listened to the team’s sharing attentively. ~ for our guests too. We could see the guests sipping the tea with genuine
No one fell asleep and almost everyone raised their hand to answer some satisfaction. They should be very thirsty and exhausted after a busy day. The
questions. They finished the lessons with a better understanding of the team whole thing was so refreshing and thoughtful as well. Some students even
members, their lives, families and mission. They all got a small gift from the bought them souvenirs like mirrors in the form of dim sum. We teachers
team- candy for answering the questions. How we wish our students could won't know where to get them and even we local people like them! Another
show the same attention in our lessons! class gave them hands-on experiences by teaching them to make a Chinese

The lunch arrangement was very well-received. We got more demand  New Year calligraphy scroll. The one-and-a-half hour event was activity-
than supply. Students split into groups to have lunch with the guests. The packed. There was a lot to meet the eye and satisfy the taste buds. The

Saturday sight-seeing and dinner reception were a big success as well.  guests could see sO much of our culture in a short time. We were truly proud
When we heard of some dishes prepared by the students’ parents, how we of our students.
wished we could try them ourselves. The students became good friends with Overall, our school had an enjoyable experience despite the short

the team members quickly. They took the initiative to further ‘date’ the guests preparation time. We had a friendly team with great guests from lowa. They
and bought local snacks like egg tart for them. We felt more than happy to  were eager to approach and share with our students. Our students showed
see that. Some students even ‘arranged’ an outing for the guests on the last the same degree of eagerness, interest and enthusiasm. We had to thank
Saturday, knowing that some team members like hiking. They took some God for the whole wonderful experience.
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with a talk presented by Mr. Cha

“Work hard, Play hard!”

It is my honor to be elected as the deputy chairman of
the Concordia Lutheran School Alumni Society for the year
2011-2013. Thank you for your support and It is my great
privilege and honor to be able to serve our old boys and girls

in the next few years and to assist the school to run things
smoothly.

| graduated from Form 5 in 2001 and | was very fortunate to be able to
carry on my A-Level and further education in Great Britain. In the first few
weeks of my arrival at my boarding school in England, | had some difficulty
starting my new life as English is the only language people use at school. |
tried very hard to get to know the place and friends and forced myself to
speak English with them. Soon | found myself doing quite well in school
and | met lots of new friends there. | quite enjoyed learning their language,
culture and experiencing things in a different atmosphere. There are huge
differences between the education system in Hong Kong and in the UK. We
often described the one in Hong Kong as “spoon fed’ (5= ZF). The
education system in Hong Kong puts emphasis on academic performance
rather than sports and artistic achievement. But | must say my past 17
years of “spoon fed” education in Hong Kong had given me some very good
foundation such as basic skills and knowledge for my further studies in the
UK.

Outside school time | had the chance to experience a wide range
of cultural and sporting activities. | spent one of my summer holidays in
Cornwall (FEFIER) horse riding. | stayed at the riding school with the owner’s
family for nearly 2 weeks. During the few weeks, | had to look after horses, to
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my first year experience inthe UK

By C. P. So, Vice-President of School Alumni Association

ride them and to perform jumping and dressage (#Z54E47). It was jolly good
fun to ride horses with a group of new friends and galloped in Bodmin Moor
with full speed!

During my studies in the UK | started to develop a taste in art and
culture. | visited art galleries and museums across Europe when | had time
after school. Most of the museums and art galleries are free of charge for
admission and it is a great way to have outing without spending too much
money! | learnt quite a lot about the culture and history of the UK by visiting
museums and it was very sad to find so much good quality porcelain from the
Qing Dynasty at the Victoria & Albert Museum which was stolen by the British
Army during the Opium War (% Fi#:3+). Some of my British friends told me
that if it had not been the British, it might have been destroyed by the Chinese
during the Cultural Revolution!

| also love to attend classical music concerts and opera when | had time.
Many orchestra and opera houses in UK offer huge discount for students and
you could attend lots of world-class concerts for up to half price! | started to
learn singing in classical music in 2001 by joining the school choir and we
gave out performances during Christmas and Easter season. | carried on
singing until now as | joined the Hong Kong Youth Choir in 2008 after | got
back from the UK.

“Work Hard, Play Hard!” is my strategy of life. We learn not only from
books or from lectures, we also learn things outside the classroom such as
music, art and culture. | learnt a lot of skills, knowledge during my student
life in the UK and | also learnt skills such as the appreciation of culture and
history of another nation.
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Thankfully, | did well in the last HKCEE examinations.
When | received my own examination results, | was so elated
since | thought | could finally continue with my studies in the
coming two years in F.6 and F.7.Some people have told me that
F.6 is ‘honeymoon year’, which | find absolutely wrong, after my
new academic year as a F.6 student has started.

‘Honeymoon year’ is used by people who think F.6 students need not work
extremely hard or worry about the public exams. They can enjoy their school
life by joining many extra-curricular activities, playing sports in leisure time, for
instance, rather than being dedicated to study or revision. | once shared the
same view. However, when | truly experience the new school life, | have a totally
different story.

First of all, as a fresh F.6 student ,the first thing | experience is the more
profound and demanding curriculum of the AL subjects. There are many more
theories and information for you to remember. Moreover, you will find the
knowledge more profound so you have to use time to adapt to the new change
of the studies .In order to cope with it,you need to work extremely hard. Most
of my classmates find the subjects torturous. Even though they have been
working hard on it,they still think that they lack confidence in it. Therefore, | think
the demanding subjects make F.6 a tough year.

Secondly, taking the competition to get a place in university into account,
it is not difficult to find it very intense indeed. Currently, there is a remarkable
change in the education system of Hong Kong.The’'334’education system has
been implemented. After two years, students under the new education system
and the last batch F.6 students will sit for different exams, but compete for
the same goal, to go to universities. It is predictable that a greater amount of
students will fail than it used to be. With this threat, many F.6 students have to
work even harder than before so as to stand out from others.

Thirdly, stress also makes the term ’honeymoon’ not an apt description
of F.6.In the face of the demanding syllabus, frequent tests in school are
unavoidable. Teachers have to give us quite a lot of homework and quizzes
frequently. Inevitably, | have to stay up late at night to finish the schoolwork
and do revision. Therefore, that F.6 is a honeymoon year is just a joke.

Readers, just do not fall into the trap of believing that F.6 is a
honeymoon year. To achieve our goal, we need to excel in the AL
exams, great effort has to be made in both F.6 and F.7.Let us work
hard and pursue our dreams together!
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